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BLM Land Use Planning Process

BLM Mission: “Sustain the health, diversity and
productivity of the public lands for the use and
enjoyment of present and future generations.”

O Federal Land Management and Policy Act (FLPMA)

O Land Use Plans or Resource Management Plans
(RMP)

ACECs designated through land use plan process
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What is an Area of Critical
Environmental Concern (ACEC)?

O Special Management Attention
O Protect and Prevent
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* To protect moose calving,
trumpeter swan nesting, floating
bog wetlands

* To protect a natural system: low-
relief wetland with sand beds
(low in organics)




Who designates an ACEC and Why?

* Administrative designation

* Unique and significant values
* Unique to BLM

* Private Lands not subject

The proposed Fortymile ACEC includes high,
tundra covered ridges around 5,915-foot Glacier
Mountain. This area includes postcalving habitat
for the Fortymile caribou herd, one of the most
important subsistence game populations in
Interior Alaska, as well as Dall sheep habitat.



Toolnik Lake Research Natural Area



What's the difference between
ACECs and other designations?

* No automatic restrictions
» Resource or natural hazard concern

* Vary from area to area

Kanuti Hot Springs is a small (40
acres) ACEC in the Dalton
corridor. Unlike most hot springs
in the Interior, has not been
commercially developed. About
eight miles from the Dalton
Highway.

The Kanuti Hot Springs
earned ACEC status for the value
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of the hot spring system. Y r——




Sukakpak Mountain
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What can or

cannot occur in
an ACEC?

Since the BLM
prescribes special
management measures
that are specific to the
values for which the
ACEC is designated,
what can and cannot
occur in different ACECs
may vary dramatically.

ACEC & LUP Boundaries

[ Acec mesignates)
ACEC Fredesignaied)
Land Ugs Plan Boundary (Exlsting]
Bay
Central Yukon

East Alazks

Fort Greely MiEary Withdrawal RMPEIE

Fort Wainwright FASELS

Fortymie Maragement Framework Flan

bk - Sexard Feninsula RMSEIS

Morieast Nabional Peirolsum Reserve - Alaska
Moriwest Mablonal Petrolsum Ressrve - Alaska
Fing of Fin

‘Soutwwest Management Frameson Fian
Sieese National Conseryation Anes

Utilty Comridor RMPEIS

'Wihit: Mounkaines RMAEIS

Horthwect

Hational Morthaasct
Patrolsum National |
Recerve Fatroleum
Alacka Re=corva 4
Alacka i
%
2a
ARCTIC Eﬁ:“
FIELD [
Wty b
OFFICE Comidor i
_,r o I Galbramn
L et RMFER ) P
o
Encwden
= Mauntan i et
= Atigun
g Triak v River
Sukakpak
Mountain
- \ il Jpner Black
Cresk ™ Faz Fllver ACEC
Huot IL\_ Mountain
Springs *, S— Limestone
Kobuk RHA N e dags
Eaward Ex Vi REHA
Paningula Fher
RMPEI: eeine  DMIMES = [ urte HTEELELE!;:H: \.Er\-gd
i RHA 2 aunking Windy
|n:|]ﬁu CENTRAL g aceC 9 FIELD-OFFICE
YUKON FIELD o Wililbe - e
[K3F) OFFICE Central - Mountains .-frﬂsj;::; %QED/ i
Inglutailk fukon "‘RHP'EIS 2 Eartymile
e River - li GOH‘-BWHH:\I'I T J
—= e nod Mot Area MES\
Frindie Fart w2 ¥
[K3F) o _— Zaene (2N~ WalrwTight . ol (
KaE ns M —FNA  RMPIEI e }\
E: \ ortymlle
| SpbanE ‘\_ Management ot
Bh;l:fnlk . SRR | T, (Framework |
— i v Sraslyl, Flan
¢ : ) Sujukna Mttary| e '
=1 HAlver Wihdrawal h |
AMP/EN _\\_ i
fj River i I\I\ ] f\__\
). { -
_J/ -\.h"x - & Y,
J \_ _,_f“"‘"ﬁl- .I'l- x|
| |
¥ —
/ 4
2outhwest t‘.,-"/
s | GLENNALLEN
Framew ork o
T eun <7 &t FIELD
g | e "o, OFFIcE
Habltat R Ring il { M
Kuskghwim or\_\_’
Ferimr Firs j
ANCHORAGE E P Bifing
FIELD ¥
OFFICE

* _ACECs as of 3/15/13



Area of Critical Environmental
Concern (ACEC) Relevance Criteria

Must meet one or more of the four criteria (43
CFR 1610.7-2):

O Significant historical, cultural or scenic value
O Fish and wildlife resource

O Natural process or system

O Natural hazards




Area of Critical Environmental
Concern (ACEC) Importance Criteria

Must have substantial significance and values to meet importance
criteria (43 CFR 1610.7-2). Generally means the relevance is
characterized by one or more of the following:

O Locally significant qualities

Special worth, Consequence, Meaning, Distinctiveness, Cause for
concern

O Qualities or circumstances

Fragile, Sensitive, Rare, Irreplaceable, Exemplary, Unique, Endangered,
Threatened, Vulnerable

O Recognized or Warranted
O Public/management concerns
O Threat ‘%‘?‘?




Status Update

* Eastern Interior RMP

ACECs are being considered in development of Final EIS/RMP
http://www.blm.gov/ak/st/en/prog/planning/east int rmp.html

* Bering Sea — Western Interior RMP

April 2015: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern Report on the
Application of the Relevance and Importance Criteria

http://www.blm.gov/ak/st/en/prog/planning/bering sea western.h
* Central Yukon RMP

ACEC nominations are under consideration

http://www.blm.gov/ak/st/en/prog/planning/Central Yukon Planni
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http://www.blm.gov/ak/st/en/prog/planning/east_int_rmp.html
http://www.blm.gov/ak/st/en/prog/planning/bering_sea_western.html
http://www.blm.gov/ak/st/en/prog/planning/Central_Yukon_Planning_Area.html
http://www.blm.gov/ak/st/en/prog/planning/Central_Yukon_Planning_Area.html

uestions?

Planning Area

Bering Sea/Westem Interior: Rooin 201
Central Yukon: Roois)in 2018

Eastem Interior: 4 Roos in 2015

- Bay: roo in 2008

East Alaska: oo in2m7

Kobuk-Seward Peninsula: RoD in 2008
NPR-A Integrated Activity Plan: roo n 2013
- Ring of Fire: Rooin2os

Area does not contain BLM lands:
*Land Use Plans that are in progress
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BLM Alaska Planning Homepage: www.blm.gov/ak/planning
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http://www.blm.gov/ak/planning
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